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Option 1
12 years a Slave’s Depiction of Slavery
	Slavery is among one of the most despicable parts of American history. The vice, which left the country grossly divided, was typically a racial affair as the African-Americans were primarily the victims. Slavery was at the peak in the 18th and 19th century, right after the United States of America had gained independence (Baynton, 57). The film, 12 years a Slave, manages to accurately depict the circumstances under which slavery took place as well as the effects that it had on the victims.
	First, it is worth noting that the film is based on a real-life event. The film has its basis the life of Solomon Northup, an African-American free man who was abducted and sold off as a slave. Historically, some Africans were born free while others are born slaves right from the onset. Consequently, Solomon Northup was not supposed to be sold as a slave, but the abductors only cared about the money they would make off him. In as much as Northup tried to tell his buyer that he was a free man, the did not listen. The film, therefore, manages to accurately depict the extent to which the African-Americans lacked protection and rights.
	As stated above, historically, the slaves mostly comprised of the Africans or African-Americans (Bryc et al. 38). In the film, all the slaves therein are black. The slaves were sold off to wealthy landowners to work in the cotton plantation fields. In the fields, the slaves were forced to work long hours and beaten as they worked, illustrating the inhumane conditions that they found themselves working in.
	Slavery composed of a myriad of surreal events, in addition to the working in the fields. The females were deprived of the rights to their bodies and were continually raped by their employers (Joy n.p). The film depicts all these events.  “Patsey” a female slave in the movie was regularly assaulted by his employer and was distressed to the extent that she begged Northup to grant her a merciful death and end her misery. Such events accurately depict the trouble and grief that the slaves had to endure.
	Conclusively, it is evident that the film, “12 Years a Slave” has an accurate and a historical account of slavery in America. The film showcases the trouble they went through which comprises of being overworked, beaten, deprived of the essential amenities such as food and water and even brutality such as rape. Slavery has since ended but through the film; we are reminded of its history.
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